
Chopin Society of Atlanta 

is a non-profit organization devoted to promoting 

Fryderyk Chopin’s music, advancing the understanding 

and appreciation of his legacy and promoting the arts 

in the metro Atlanta area.

 1st  Prize $125 

 2nd Prize $100 

 3rd Prize $  75 

♦ Deadline for submission: October 20, 2024.

♦ Send your original work to the CSA address: 10700 State Bridge Rd,  Suite 12, Johns Creek, GA 30022.

♦ Fill out an application form, and mail it with your work to the CSA address above.

♦ For more information and questions, contact us at chopinsociety@mindspring.com.

2024 Chopin in Art Contest — Chopin and His Warsaw

Imagine a city full of art and music, where every corner hums with the notes of a piano. This is the 
world of Fryderyk Chopin, the great composer who grew up in Warsaw. As you create your artwork 
for the “Chopin and His Warsaw” competition, think about how Chopin’s music might have danced 
through the streets, parks, and grand buildings of his beloved city.

Picture the lively salons where Chopin might have performed or the elegant palaces where his 
compositions could have filled the air. Let your imagination paint the scenes where Chopin’s 
mazurkas blend with Warsaw’s vibrant life.

♦ General Guidelines:

♦ Participants will present an original work of visual art. It may be a drawing or a painting (no digital
media) that has not been previously published or submitted at other contests.

♦ Prizes will be awarded in three academic categories: elementary, middle and high school: 



Fryderyk Chopin 
1810–1849 

Polish Composer of the Romantic Era 

Imagine music that can convey emotions “from anger to affection, from sadness to delight, from the 

fervor of love to the flames of hatred, from courage to recklessness, from moments of happiness to 

broken souls” (from a CSA interview with renowned pianist Marek Drewnowski). Imagine music that 

takes you to meadows, forests, and fields where, soaked in the sun or the rain, you can smell and feel 

the pulse of nature. If you listen to music by Fryderyk Chopin—to his frolicking mazurkas, nostalgic 

preludes, revolutionary polonaises, and misty nocturnes—you will experience just that. 

Fryderyk Chopin, the most outstanding Polish composer and a 

captivating pianist, was born in 1810 in the small village of Żelazowa 

Wola near Warsaw, to Mikołaj Chopin, a teacher, and Tekla Justyna 

Krzyżanowska. Both his parents, as well as his older sister, played 

instruments, and Chopin came into contact with music at a very early 

age and started piano lessons at the age of six. He soon proved to be a 

very talented student, showed a gift for improvising, and took up 

composing. His first compositions were polonaises, marches, and 

variations. As a child, he gave countless guest performances in the 

drawing rooms of the aristocracy. He regularly spent summer holidays at 

the country estates of his family’s close friends, where he absorbed 

Polish folk customs and music. The sounds of Polish folk music, especially 

the dances echo in many of his compositions.  

Chopin received a well-rounded education and at the age of 19 graduated from the Main School of 

Music, at the Warsaw University. An impressive portfolio of compositions, including Variations in B- flat 

major, Op. 2, on the theme of “Là ci darem la mano” from Mozart’s opera Don Giovanni, as well as his 

virtuoso style of playing opened the doors of many concert halls around the world. The uprising of 

November 1830 against the Russian oppressor, when Polish people tried to regain independence, found 

Chopin in Vienna. He wanted to return to Poland, but the failure of the uprising made it impossible. In 

1831, he went to Paris, where he spent the rest of his life, composing, teaching, and giving many public 

and private concerts. Even though he was a successful composer, Chopin suffered both emotionally 

and physically: he missed his homeland and his family; his extremely fragile health was deteriorating; he 

struggled financially. All his sorrows were manifested in his music. He died at the age of 39 in Paris. 

Chopin’s extraordinary works, mainly written for the piano, include four ballades, 27 etudes, more than 

50 mazurkas, more than 20 nocturnes, 14 polonaises, more than 20 preludes, three sonatas, and two 

concertos, plus scherzos, waltzes, and many other compositions. They all reflect Polish patriotism, 

Chopin’s complex personality, his feelings of nostalgia, and the deep layers of human emotions. 

The website of the Fryderyk Chopin Institute in Warsaw, www.en.chopin.nifc.pl, is an excellent reference 

for the composer’s full biography. 

www.chopinatlanta.org 




